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Worship Leaders February 2, 2025 
 

Presider  The Rev. Nic Mather 
Musician  Riki Davis    
Acolyte  Charlee Mather, Ella Mather 
Altar Guild  Gretchen Niemi, Heather Niemi 
Reader  Ladonna Stacey, Maddy Glaser 
Greeter  Rob Painter-Johnson 
Chalice Bearer Lloyd Solon 
Usher   Don Willows 
Verger   Mary Hoover 
Vestry Presence Gretchen Niemi, Rob Painter-Johnson 
Coffee Hour  Tosha Big Eagle, Belinda 
 
We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to 
respectfully acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who have 
stewarded this land throughout the generations. We begin this effort to 
acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We are standing on the ancestral 
lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook People. We pay respects to their elders past and present. 
Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and 
settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us in uncovering such truths. 
 
St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian community 
striving through worship, love and service to welcome all people just as God 
created you. No matter where you are on your journey of faith, and whether 
you are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our welcome 
knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, 
gender, sexual orientation, economic condition, physical or mental ability. 
We believe that God delights in the diversity of creation and so do we! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Connect with St. Stephen’s! 

Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic 
will connect with you this week with an invitation to enjoy a 
cup of coffee on us! 
 

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Your Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

Your Email:_____________________________________________________________  
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Candlemas Procession  
 

This procession is intended for use immediately before the Holy Eucharist on the 

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple. When circumstances permit, 

the congregation gathers at a place apart from the church so that all may enter 

the church in procession. If necessary, however, the procession takes place within 

the church. In this case it is suitable that the Presider begin the rite standing just 

inside the door of the church. Candles for use in Church during the year and 

candles to be carried in procession are on a table. Alternatively those who will 

process are provided with unlighted candles.  

 

The congregation stands.  

 

The Presider greets the people with these words:  

 

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the 

Incarnation of Jesus. Today we recall the day on which he was presented in the 

temple, fulfilling the law of Moses. Led by the Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to 

the temple, recognized the child as the Christ, and proclaimed him with joy. 

United by the same Spirit, we now enter the house of God, where we shall 

recognize Christ in the breaking of bread.  

 

Let us pray.  

 

O eternal God, who has created all things; on this day you fulfilled the petitions 

of the just Simeon: We humbly ask you to bless and sanctify these candles for 

our use. Graciously hear our prayers and be merciful to us, whom you have 

redeemed by your Son, who is the light of the world, and who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The following canticle is then sung or said, during which the candles are lighted, 

if the people are not already holding them.  

 

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.  
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free *  to go in peace as you have 

promised.  

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.  
 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * whom you have prepared for all 

the world to see.  

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.  
 

Let us pray.  

 

God, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your light which 

enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear 

these candles may walk in the path of goodness, through Jesus Christ the Light 

of the World. Amen.  

 

The Procession 
 

Let us go forth in peace. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

During the procession, all carry lighted candles; and appropriate hymns, psalms, 

or anthems are sung.  
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The following antiphon and psalm are appropriate as the procession approaches 
the Altar  

 

We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O Lord, in the midst of 

your temple. Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world’s end; 

your right hand is full of justice. 

 

On arrival in the sanctuary, the Presider goes to the usual place, and the 

Eucharist begins with the Collect of the Day.  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son 

was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with 

pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

After the Collect, all extinguish their candles. 
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(Please be seated for readings from Holy Scripture) 
 

A Reading from Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 

me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says 

the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears? 

 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 

like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 

days of old and as in former years. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 24:7-10 

7  Lift up your heads, O gates; 

lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

       and the King of glory shall come in. 

8  "Who is this King of glory?" * 

      "The Lord, strong and mighty, 

       the Lord, mighty in battle." 

9  Lift up your heads, O gates; 

     lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

10  "Who is he, this King of glory?" * 

"The Lord of hosts, 

he is the King of glory." 

 

A Reading from Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in 

slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, 

but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers 

and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high 

priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 

those who are being tested. 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Processional (before reading) & Recessional (after reading) 
(Please stand as able) 

 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ According to Luke 
Glory to you, O Christ. 

 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
the parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to 

what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided 

by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought 

in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 

Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
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"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel." 

 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This 

child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 

after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 

the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 

that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The Gospel of our Savior. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                                                                                The Rev Nic Mather
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Nicene Creed  (Please stand as able) 
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father; 
     through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father, 
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray to the Lord who enlightens the nations and gives us 

hope by praying. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader:  The church has a mission to light the nations with love and hope. 

Lord send us to do your will.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Our nation has resources and abundance like no other country Lord. Show us 

the way to share what we have with our own brothers and sisters in the 

United States and to help our neighbors around the world. Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Our world was a gift from you, and we are the stewards of your creation. Give 

us wisdom to conserve and protect all that you have made. Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
Our community has the problems of homelessness, hunger, poverty, injustice, 

unemployment, and loneliness. Give us courage to address them as a church 

and as your disciples. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Our friends and families are in need of healing. Give your grace, peace, 

protection, and healing to those we offer to you now.  Especially we pray for 

David Hughey, Ron & Harriet Byrnes, Barb Dunlap, Larry Riley, Bill Norvell, 

Todd Healy and those you now name either silently or aloud. Pause. Lord in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Our life ends with new life in you. Bless the dying with peace and the grieving 

with comfort.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant:  Our lives and wellbeing are held in your hand O Lord. Give us trust 

and faith in you and bless us this day and every day with the peace that only 

you provide. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace (Please stand as able) 

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 

The Offertory                                                                       
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 
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Eucharistic Prayer B (Please stand as able) 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 

to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to 

give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 
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The Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 

your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 

us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 

brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 

into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 

Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 

through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

Cantor first time, Congregation second time and as antiphon response 

 

Cantor 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. 

Ant. 
 
Cantor 

One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread. Ant. 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be 

sharing wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please 

leave the bread in your hands and the eucharistic minister will intinct the bread 

and place it on your tongue. Gluten free communion is available and a 

non-alcoholic option in place of the wine is also available upon request. 

 

For those joining via Live-Stream: A Prayer for a Person Unable to Take the 

Eucharist 

(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 

Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 

now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As 

though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; 

never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor 
 
As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament 

that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as 

well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those 

whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN. 
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Postcommunion Prayer (Please kneel as able) 

 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring 

be with you, now and always. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal (Please stand as able.) 

 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn 
 

Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall for 

Coffee Hour! If you are new today, please take a welcome packet and coffee 

mug found on the table at the front doors! 
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Join us for Reel Theology beginning 
next Sunday, February 9 @ 6pm. 
Popcorn provided! 
 

This year we are watching and discussing 

films that explore the lived experience of 

African Americans in our nation. 

 

We begin on February 9 with a 

documentary focused on the life and 

wisdom of James Baldwin, Civil Rights 

leader and writer. 
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