
FOURTH
SUNDAY IN
ADVENT
December 22, 2024
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Modern Magnificat written by Joy
Cowley based on Luke 1:46-55. Art

and lettering by Robert Henry.



Worship Leaders December 22, 2024

Presider  The Rev. Nic Mather
Musician  Riki Davis   
Acolyte  Juice Quiroz
Altar Guild  Becky Edmiston, Lisa Harrington
Reader  David Piper, Christopher Ortiz
Greeter  Janice Stixrud
Chalice Bearer John Edmiston
Usher   John Brugman
Verger   Garry Beauregard
Vestry Presence Katherine Beauregard, David Piper
Coffee Hour  Robin Swecker, Alison Askeland

We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to respectfully
acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations. We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been
buried by honoring the truth. We are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz
and Chinook People. We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a
moment to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and
settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us in uncovering such
truths.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Connect with St. Stephen’s!
Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic will connect with
you this week with an invitation to enjoy a cup of coffee on us!

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________

Your Phone Number: _________________________________________________

Your Email:_____________________________________________________________

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian community
striving through worship, love and service to welcome all people just as
God created you. No matter where you are on your journey of faith, and
whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our
welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, political
affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, economic condition, physical or mental
ability. We believe that God delights in the diversity of creation and so do we!



You are invited to
listen to the story

shared today as an
opening into  our

observance of this
season of Advent.

During the opening
hymn you are invited

to bring forth your
elements to add to

the Advent wreath.

Week 4: Baubles &
Glitter. We celebrate

the coming joy of
Christ with our final
preparations of our

wreath.

Following the placing
of their adornments,

all children are
invited to follow the

children’s cross to
the parish hall for

Sunday School.

An
Invitation
to Pause
& Listen
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Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.
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A star in the ceiling of a shepherd’s 
cave in Bethlehem



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

A reading from Micah 5:2-5a

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;

then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to Luke.
Glory to you O Christ.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord."

And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

The Gospel of Our Savior.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon--Fr. Nic Mather



9 The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People
Celebrant: May our hearts leap for joy as we again assemble in prayer to await the
Lord’s coming. With Mary, may our souls proclaim God’s greatness as we say, Come
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the church: As the celebration of your incarnation draws near, we
remember the many ways your revelation is lifted up in the world and we pray for our
siblings in Christ throughout the world, and especially for those whose very faith
endangers their lives. Come Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

For an end to violence, oppression, and injustice: As you lead us, Lord, from darkness
to light, may we be among those who exalt the lowly and fill the hungry with good
things, rooting out the proud of heart and drawing courage from the power of your
arm. Come Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

For our own spirits: May our hearts be magnified and made much bigger than we
think possible. May this season of Advent stir in us such faith that we exert ourselves
to be your light in a darkened world. 
Come Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

For this community: May we be enriched by welcoming the stranger and be drawn to
a bright future in service to you, while also remembering and honoring those in the
past who guided us into faith. 
Come Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

For the sick and suffering. May they find healing and peace. Especially we pray for
David Hughey, Ron & Harriet Byrnes, Jim Halliday, Larry Riley, Tammy Robinson, and
those you name either silently or aloud. Pause. 
Come Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

For the dead and those on the threshold of death. May they and we be welcomed into
the place of glory our Lord has prepared for us. 
Come Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Lord  we gather up the prayers of this household, confident in your
promise to be with us always. Guide us in wisdom and faith; that we might live into the
life created for us, trusting in your will. All this we ask through your Son, our redeemer,
Jesus, who is your Christ. Amen.
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Let us confess our sins to God

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you!

The Offertory

God of our future, whose compassion is unlimited, all that we have is yours
and to you we shall render account for all you have given us. As we offer you
these gifts we enjoy from your bounty, grant that we may live well, love
generously, and seek first your kingdom, on earth as in heaven, through
Jesus Christ our most kind Judge and Savior. Amen.

Offertory Music--                                                                    O Come, O Come Emmanuel
  arr. Heather Zurcher 

Lisa Sudar, Oboe
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to
give you thanks, all-holy God, source of
life and fountain of mercy. Because you
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in
him of everlasting life; that when he shall
come again in power and great triumph
to judge the world, we may without
shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore, joining with
Angels and Archangels and with the
faithful of every generation, we lift our
voices with all creation as we sing:

HOLY EUCHARIST

Icon--Mary: Love Forever Being Born  by Kelly Latimore

Inspired by this poem by Sr. Ilia Delio:

"What do the stars say?
The light that meets our eyes after millions of years summons us to look beyond.
The dark that hovers over us is filled with light.
That underneath the appearance of the stable heavens is the bubbling energy of the
universe.
We are forming, forming, forming and nothing can stop us.
There is a palpable power of attraction, pulling us toward we-no-not-where.
Love alone is the guide of the universe and the whole universe is in the human heart.
Tend to the heart and the power of love will name itself as God."
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You
gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and
show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one
another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world
around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the
way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.

Covenant making with Abraham, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem



On the night before he died for us,
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The birthplace of Christ
Church of the Holy Nativity, Bethlehem
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Remembering his death and resurrection we now present to you from your
creation this bread and this wine.

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting
heritage of your daughters and sons, that with the Blessed Mother Mary,
Stephen and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise
your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your Name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours,
 now and for ever. Amen.



You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We
will be sharing wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer
intinction please leave the bread in your hand and the chalice minister
will intinct for you. Gluten free communion is available and a non-
alcoholic option in place of the wine is also available upon request.

For those joining via Live-Stream:
A Prayer for a Person Unable to Take the Eucharist 
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of
the Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I
cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself
entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Fraction (to the tune of Greensleeves)

What feast of love is offered here
What banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life
What gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
The bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor

As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament
that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as
well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those
whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN.
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Postcommunion
God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, Bless you
for evermore. Amen.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall for
Coffee Hour! 

If you are new today, please take a welcome packet, chocolate bar, and
coffee mug (found at the front door)!

Cocoa Cookies & Carols is TONIGHT! 5pm-6pm!
All are invited and welcome!
Bring a plate of cookies to share if able!
We hope to see you tonight for carol singing!
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