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We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to respectfully
acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations. We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been buried by
honoring the truth. We are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook
People. We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider
the many legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us
together here today. And please join us in uncovering such truths.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Connect with St. Stephen’s!
Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic will connect with you
this week with an invitation to enjoy a cup of coffee on us!

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________

Your Phone Number: _________________________________________________

Your Email:_____________________________________________________________

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian community
striving through worship, love and service to welcome all people just as God
created you. No matter where you are on your journey of faith, and whether
you are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our welcome knows
no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, gender, sexual
orientation, economic condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God
delights in the diversity of creation and so do we!



VERSES 1, 5, 6, 7, 8





The Liturgy of the Word

5.

(Please stand as able)
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise & Children’s Procession

Children are invited to follow the procession of the
cross from the Church to the Parish Hall for Sunday
School. While the program is geared for children 10 &
under, ALL children are welcome to attend. Parents are
also welcome to attend. Children will return to the
church in time for Eucharist (typically returning after the
passing of the peace).





7.

The Collect

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in
the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed
saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that
you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



8.

Old Testament

A reading from Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 24

1 The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, *
          the world and all who dwell therein.

2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas *
          and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.

3 "Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? *
          and who can stand in his holy place?"

4 "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *
          who have not pledged themselves to falsehood,
          nor sworn by what is a fraud.

5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord *
          and a just reward from the God of their salvation."

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, *
          of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.

7 Lift up your heads, O gates;
     lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
          and the King of glory shall come in.

8 "Who is this King of glory?" *
          "The Lord, strong and mighty,
          the Lord, mighty in battle."

9 Lift up your heads, O gates;
     lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
          and the King of glory shall come in.

10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" *
          "The Lord of hosts,
          he is the King of glory."



New Testament

10.

A READING FROM REVELATION 21:1-6A

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying,

"See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away."

And the one who was seated on the throne said,
"See, I am making all things new." Also he said,
"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end."

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.



Gospel
The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ
According to John 11:32-44
Glory to you, O Christ.

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,
she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died." When
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you
laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 

Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But some of them said,
"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"Then
Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me." 

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
"Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
"Unbind him, and let him go."

The Gospel of Our Savior.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon-Fr. Nic Mather



Renewal of Baptismal Vows

12.

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried
with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him
to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, in
recognition of All Saints who have walked in love, to
renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism,
by which we once renounced Satan and all his works,
and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic
Church.

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
     creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
          and born of the Virgin Mary.
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
          was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended to the dead.
     On the third day he rose again.
     He ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



13.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
          and born of the Virgin Mary.
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
          was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended to the dead.
     On the third day he rose again.
     He ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic Church,
     the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?
I will, with God's help.
 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God's help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?
I will, with God's help.



14

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing Over the Water

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage
in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John
and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his
death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who
come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of
Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace & Asperging
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you.

During the passing of the peace, the priest asperges the congregation with Holy Water
in remembrance of our baptisms.

The Offertory-Scan the Code to Give Online

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to
God. Ephesians 5:2





We gather in our pledge commitments for 2025 on this day in recognition of the
commitment that the people of St. Stephen’s have made to this place and for the
people that have come before us, leaving a legacy of stewardship and giving that have
carried this place for nearly 100 years of ministry on the corner of 22nd and Louisiana.

Blessing of the Pledges

Gracious God, we give thanks for these gifts, the promises of our members for giving
in the year to come. We pray that you inspire us with the example of your freely-given
love to serve our neighbors, heal the world, and strengthen our community. Bless
these intentions, pledges, and promises of our wealth, works, and wisdom for the
needs of our church. Amen.

2025 Pledge Commitment

Following in the footsteps of Christ, I/we commit to walking in love with St. Stephen’s in 2025

with an ANNUAL commitment of $_______________________

I/we plan to fulfill this annual pledge through (circle one):

Weekly Payments

Monthly Payments

One-Time Annual Payment

Name:______________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________________



17.

Holy Eucharist
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord
our God.
It is right to give God thanks
and praise.

It is right, and a good and
joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth. For you
are the source of light and life,
you made us in your image,
and called us to new life in
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your
Name:



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”



19.

Therefore, according to his command, O
Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your
Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with Stephen and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn
of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.



The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father in heaven,
    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,
    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
    as we forgive those
        who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory are yours,
    now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.



The Gifts of God for the People of God.

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be sharing
wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please let the priest
know so that they may intinct in a separate chalice reserved for this practice. Gluten free
communion is available and a non-alcoholic option in place of the wine is also available
upon request.

For those joining via Live-Stream:
A Prayer for a Person Unable to Take the Eucharist 
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I
love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already
come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be
separated from you. Amen.

Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor

As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament
that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as
well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those
whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN.



22.



23.

Postcommunion
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The blessing of God: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, be with you and
remain with you always. Amen.

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the
power of the Saints that have come before and
the Spirit that is with us now.
Thanks be to God.

Following the closing hymn you are invited
to join us in the Parish Hall for Coffee Hour! 

If you are new today, please take a welcome
packet, chocolate bar, and coffee mug
(found at the front door)!





Join us today
for our 2nd

Annual Chili
Cook-Off in the

Parish Hall!
All are

welcome!


